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W illiam Thomas Martin of Winston-Salem, North Carolina passed away on

Sunday November 24, 2019 after reaching the age of 93 years old. He died
peacefully beside family and went home to be with his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

William (Bill) was born on April 16, 1926 in Spencer, NC to George and Julia Martin, the oldest of
four children.

At five, at a camp meeting in God’s Country, GA he heard a Pastor read a verse from the Gospel of
Matthew: “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” Bill became a Christian that day,

and it would define him the rest of his life.

Later, not yet 18 years old, Bill volunteered for the Navy during World War II, requiring a
signature from his parents to do so. He served on the USS Lacerta as a radio operator in the

Pacific Theatre, and served on that ship from the time it was commissioned until it was
decommissioned. He served as Chaplin, encouraging his crewmates in their faith while doing so.

When he returned he went to Mars Hill college and eventually went to work on transportation

logistics for both Southern Railway and the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company. He became
President of Delta Nu Alpha, a professional network for transportation professionals and retired

from R.J. Reynolds at 55. He taught classes on this profession at both Wake Forest and Forsyth
Tech.

In 1959 he married Ann Martin at Hebron Church in Winston-Salem, NC and remained married

to her for 60 years until his passing. They lived in Winston-Salem and raised two daughters,
Susanne and Nancy.

Bill’s legacy is one we might all aspire to. To be a devoted and loving husband, father, grandfather,
great-grandfather, and friend is admirable. To be a patriot and willingly put your own life at risk
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for the sake of your country is inspirational. To be a superb professional, and work diligently to
make the world a little bit better, day by day, is praiseworthy.

But the thing that made the life of Bill Martin so extraordinary was his faith, and how it made all
that possible, and created the legacy that continues on even though he is now departed. Because

of Bill, two children, 3 grandchildren, and 5 great-grandchildren (so far!) will grow up in the
teachings of Jesus. Because of Bill, scores of soldiers were taught the Good News in the darkest
hours of World War II. Because of Bill, countless churchgoers were instructed on the relentless

love of God, as he taught Sunday School for over 55 years.

Bill was struck when he was 5 years old by the idea that the pure in heart will see God. And that is

why, we have no doubt, when he stood before God the first words he heard was “Well done, my
good and faithful servant”.

He is preceded in death by parents, George and Julia Martin, and brother, JR “Dick“ Martin.

He is survived by loving wife, Ann Martin of Winston-Salem, NC; children, Susanne Parker of
Seattle, WA, Nancy Martin of Denton, NC; siblings, Juanita Bryant of Raleigh, NC, Judy Wall of
Rural Hall, NC; 3 Grandchildren (Thomas, Tripp, Carmen); 5 Great Grandchildren (Payton,

Addilyn, Liam, Teddy, and Emersyn).

A funeral service will be held on Saturday, November 30, 2019 at 11AM at Wallburg Baptist

Church in Winston-Salem, NC. Visitation will be one hour prior and burial will follow in the
church cemetery.

James Funeral Home of Huntersville is serving the family. www.jamesfuneralhomeLKN.com
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Visitation

Wallburg Baptist Church

5341 Wallburg Road, Winston-Salem NC 27107

Funeral Service

Wallburg Baptist Church

5341 Wallburg Road, Winston-Salem NC 27107

Cemetery Details

Wallburg Baptist Church

5341 Wallburg Road, Winston-Salem NC 27107
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Saturday,November 30, 2019

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM ET

Saturday,November 30, 2019

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM ET
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Anonymous sent a Crystal Cross Bouquet to the Martin family.

November 29 at 6:59 AM

Anonymous sent a Sacred Duty Spray to the Martin family.

November 28 at 8:03 AM

SM Susan Miller  posted:

A loving and caring brother- in-law, Bill was a wonderful uncle to my daughter DeAnnah as she

was going up. We will miss you always as you are sealed in our hearts and we are blessed to

have known you. Heaven gained a new angel Sunday.wa

November 25 at 1:53 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring William by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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